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Welcome Class of 2011 to GW Law 
BY KATIE EARNEST 
News Editor 
One month into the school year, 
the new students of George Washington 
University Law School are adjusting 
and seeking advice from members of the 
community. According to the Admissions 
Office, GW Law welcomed new students 
from 46 states and six foreign countries, 
with 390 in the full-time class and 128 
in the part-time class. Approximately 65 
transfer students and 10 visiting students 
also joined GW Law. 
"Just as in past years, the students 
in the fall 2008 entering class are very im­
pressive and talented individuals," stated 
Anne Richard, Associate Dean for Ad­
missions and Financial Aid. In an email 
interview, Richard noted, "Fifty-eight of 
our new students have advanced degrees. 
Many of our students have studied or 
worked abroad, many of whom have 
done humanitarian work in undeveloped 
nations." 
The admissions process involves 
the Admissions Committee reviewing 
every application file in its entirety, ac­
cording to Dean Richard. "The objective 
factors, LSAT score and undergraduate 
cumulative GPA are very important, as 
are the personal statement, extracurricular 
activities, and professional and personal 
experience of each candidate. In choos-
ing each class, it is our goal to bring in 
the most talented, interesting and diverse 
group possible. We are looking for indi­
viduals we believe will contribute to our 
law school community and to the legal 
profession." 
When asked what makes GW Law 
students different from other law school 
students, Dean Richard noted: "GW 
Law students do not seem to have a 
cut-throat competitive edge to them as 
do students at many other law schools. 
GW Law students also seem to find a 
good balance maintaining their studies 
and participating in extra-curricular and 
public service activities." 
"We are looking for 
individuals we believe 
will contribute to our 
law school community 
and to the legal 
profession." - Anne 
Richard, Associate Dean 
for Admissions and 
Financial Aid 
As with every new school year, the 
incoming class of first-years, transfers, 
and visiting students were welcomed into 
the GW Law community at Orientation. 
David Johnson, Senior Assistant Dean for 
Student Affairs and Director of Advocacy 
Programs, talked about the changes made 
to the Orientation program to accommo­
date a variety of student needs. This year, 
the Orientation program took place over 
a two and a half day period, and social 
events were scheduled for after business 
hours "in an effort to make things more 
GW Law back in top 20 in 
U.S. News and World 
Report rankings 
BY SARAH VALERIO 
Editor-in-Chief 
After a brief stint at 22 last year 
in the U.S. News and World Report law 
school rankings, GW Law is once again 
back in the top 20. This years rankings, 
which were leaked early through various 
websites, revealed GW Law at 20; up 2 
spots from its position the year before, and 
down 1 spot from 19 two years ago. 
Asked what the upward change 
in rankings means for the school, Dean 
Morrison said, "Unfortunately people pay 
more attention to rankings than they're 
worth. This change in our status will have 
an effect on a lot of people. Does it really 
change our institution at all? The answer 
is 'no', I don't believe that it does." 
He elaborated, "Dean Lawrence has 
said several times he doesn't need a silly 
magazine to tell him we're a top 20 law 
school. Every survey taken of GW other 
than U.S. News has said we're in the top 
20 and has for quite some time. This 
particular ranking this year correlates with 
that. I don't think it makes all that much 
difference - certainly not to the great law 
school we have here." 
Morrison credits the rise in the 
ranking to, "Great students, great faculty, 
and great alumni. We had those before, 
we have them now, and with a little luck 
we'll have them in the future." 
He cautioned against giving too 
much weight to the rankings, stating, 
"These rankings don't change that much 
from year to year. It sounds like 'gee we 
really moved.' In seriousness, we did. The 
differences between all of these schools 
are so miniscule it doesn't really tell you 
anything. If anyone takes great pride that 
we moved up, I can only say be careful 
because it will move in another direc­
tion. We may move up some more; we 
friendly for part-time students." Transfer 
and visiting student Orientation were 
also moved to earlier in the Orientation 
week to give students more exposure to 
the community before classes and inter­
views began. The law school also hosted 
a program for new students living at the 
Aston, the law school dorm in Dupont 
Circle, which Johnson described as "a 
wonderful device, not like living any­
where else - a whole new adventure!" 
Overall, however, Johnson said 
the spirit of welcoming students to GW 
Law remains the same: "The core things 
- finding out what section you're in.. .get­
ting your ID, getting your books, getting 
your first day assignments, taking your 
picture for the facebook and your seat­
ing charts, getting your locker, meeting 
people in your section, those things will 
never change. But the main purpose is 
students get you really excited about law 
school excited and inspired." 
John Sorrenti, Vice President of 
First Year Students for the Student Bar 
Association, was in charge of Orientation 
and student volunteers. Sorrenti noted 
that members of the SBA and adminis­
tration wanted to stick with what worked 
in past years, rather than "rein-vent the 
wheel." Sorrenti stated, "I think Orienta­
tion is the opportunity for all incoming 
students (full-time and part-time lLs, 
LLM students, transfers and visitors) 
to not only get introduced to the school 
and their new surroundings but also to 
meet their classmates and begin to form 
may move down some. It changes every 
yr because they need to sell magazines. 
I know its important to people. I don't 
underestimate the fact that a lot of people 
"Any dean, any 
law school, any 
administration pays 
attention to these 
rankings because you 
have to, not because you 
want to; but because you 
have to. 
pay attention to this - particularly incom­
ing students - and I think it's a shame that 
they do. Look at us for what we are not 
for what U.S. News says we are." 
The issue of rankings was discussed 
in a recent issue of ABA Journal as well. 
The issue's cover touted Bob Morse of 
U.S. News and World Report as "The 
Rankings Czar", and stated, "Law school 
deans hate Bob Morse's rankings." 
the class and collegiality that will occur 
in the year. I think there is a good mix 
of programs and events geared towards 
teaching incoming students about law 
school and what it means and what to 
expect as well as social events that offer to 
the students the opportunity to get away 
from the law school aspect of it and just 
meet their new classmates, socialize and 
make some new friends." 
Sorrenti recalled about his own 
first-year Orientation experience: "I really 
enjoyed the first 2 hours of orientation. 
Sitting in the big room, anxiously talk­
ing to your new classmates, making new 
friends, then listening to Dean Lawrence's 
welcome. Sounds cheesy, but I thought 
that was the most memorable as it signi­
fied the beginning of a pretty new step 
and direction in my life." 
Though Orientation provided for­
mal guidance, much of the first-year 
learning process takes place through 
experience; learning by doing. Third-year 
student and Dean's Fellow Arsenio Rodri­
guez observed that first year students are 
overwhelmed after four weeks of classes. 
However, "we all were," be remembered. 
" V"/e're we're asking; a lot from them - re-
learn how to ttxinlc, write, read. etc. Bnt 
they also are asking a lot of questions, 
they're working hard, and just from walk­
ing around you can see they're beginning 
to adapt." 
After experiencing the frenetic 
See WELCOME on Page 2 
Asked if that statement was, in fact, 
true, Morrison responded, "It showed the 
friction that exists between the legal edu­
cational community and U.S. News. It is a 
conflict that will carry on. I wouldn't use 
the word hate. Do I disagree? Do I dislike? 
Do I think that people who follow them 
blindly are ill advised? Absolutely. But I 
wouldn't use the word hate." 
Morrison added, "Any dean, any 
law school, any administration pays atten­
tion to these rankings because you have to, 
not because you want to; but because you 
have to. But this dean and this law school 
make decisions based upon what is best 
for the institution and what is best for the 
program that we happen to be discussing. 
If that helps us in any way in U.S. News 
and World Report, we certainly think that 
is great. We would not knowingly make a 
decision that would directly bring us down 
in U.S. News unless we really thought it 
was something that just absolutely had to 
be done. I haven't seen anything along 
that line. When decisions are made the 
rankings a$e in the back of our minds 
See Top 20 on Page 3 
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pace of the fall semester's first month, 
faculty members and students have a 
myriad of advice for all students, not 
just first-years. "We are the third big­
gest law school in the nation with a rich 
curriculum," Johnson noted. "Don't just 
take corporations - take advantage of the 
cool stuff going on here!" 
Richard and the admissions staff 
caution first-year students against "freak­
ing out" in their first semester. "Getting 
into the swing of law school is a major 
adjustment - law school is an intense 
experience like no other. Students must 
be patient with themselves and main­
tain their confidence. It is normal to be 
"Gaining admission 
to GW Law is a great 
accomplishment 
and each of our new 
students is a member 
of a very select group 
of individuals. We 
congratulate each and 
every one of our new 
students and are proud 
that you have chosen 
to become a member 
of our law school 
community." 
overwhelmed in the first semester and to 
wonder if you will be able to continue 
to meet your own high expectations. It 
takes every student some time to become 
familiar with a whole new way of learning 
and to be able to master very dense and 
difficult material. Each individual has to 
figure out the method of study that will 
work best for him or her - whether it be 
in a study group, with one other person 
or alone. There is no one right way that 
will work for everyone. Your classmates 
do not know and cannot tell you what will 
be right for you." 
Director of Recruiting Danielle 
Bianchi shared the advice she was given 
as a first-year student: "You are in a pack 
of thoroughbreds now. You won't always 
be at the front of that pack. Even if 
you're near the back of the pack, you're 
still a thoroughbred. Remember, good 
thoroughbreds do not freak out at the first 
sign of adversity. They excel through that 
adversity to become even stronger in 
the next race." 
"One-Ls put a lot of pressure 
on themselves right at the beginning," 
said Johnson. Life isn't that way. Lives 
aren't ruined or made a success because 
of first year of law school. Really enjoy 
it, don't ruin it with pressure." 
Johnson added that new students 
should take advantage of the D.C. area 
while keeping law school in perspective 
and pursuing it like their previous aca­
demic career. "Law school is so much 
easier than the practice of law and, 
really, just life. Really take advantage 
of that, enjoy Washington, D.C., go to 
museums if that floats your boat, jog 
on the paths, go to Nationals' games. 
Do it all now because you won't do 
it later." 
First year student, Starr Brookins 
confirmed the city's appeal, "I was 
initially attracted to GW because of 
their location in Washington, DC. 
In my opinion this is the best city to 
practice law in due to it basically be­
ing the heart of everything legal and 
political - the biggest attraction for me 
being that I can attend United States 
Supreme Court oral arguments which 
is, in my opinion, an invaluable addi­
tion to my legal education." 
When asked what advice he had 
for first year students, Sorrenti joked, 
"Maybe you should have thought 
about Business School." On reflecting 
upon his own experience, he followed, 
"I think I'd tell them to take it slowly 
and not get too stressed out - there is 
plenty of time for that. Stay organized 
and also get involved. You can live for 
months on the number of pizza pan­
els put on by Student Organizations 
so make sure you find what you're 
interested in and get involved. There 
are lots of opportunities here and I 
think getting involved with them not 
only gives you stuff to do beyond law 
school but it also disciplines you to 
keep organized and not let your work 
or involvement get too overwhelm­
ing. 
Above all, Richard said students 
should relax. "Gaining admission to 
GW Law is a great accomplishment 
and each of our new students is a 
member of a very select group of 
individuals. We congratulate each 
and every one of our new students 
and are proud that you have chosen to 
become a member of our law school 
community," adds Richard. 
To our new lLs, I once again offer 
a warm welcome to George Washington 
Law School. To all of the returning stu­
dents here at GW Law - welcome back. 
I hope that you had summers filled with 
new experiences, enjoyable work, and 
some amount of relaxation. This new 
school year holds so much promise for 
all of us, but certainly will go by quickly, 
as they all seem to do. 
Recently, I attended the annual 
ABA Conference, held this year in New 
York City at the beginning of August. I 
spoke with many SBA Presidents there 
about their operations, their relationship 
with their administrations, and their role 
at their schools. Often their responses si­
multaneously surprised me while giving 
me a sense of great relief. If there is one 
thing that I took away from representing 
our student body at that conference, it 
is that we are truly fortunate to have a 
strong and open relationship with our 
Administration here at GW Law. 
Our Administration expects the 
SBA to act maturely and thoughtfully 
when it comes to important matters, but 
in return they also alow us a fair amount 
of latitude when it comes to decisions. 
This interplay allows the SBA to encour­
age student groups to be creative and en­
ergetic when planning events throughout 
the school year. I encourage all student 
groups to show a spirit of innovation 
when planning this year's events, tak­
ing advantage of the unique fostering 
environment we are fortunate to enjoy 
here at GW Law. 
In accordance with that spirit of 
innovation, the SBA is looking to con­
tinue the successes we had last year with 
our events, but also to improve them and 
provide new opportunities as well. For 
example, through connections that we 
have made in the District, we are able to 
engineer events at local establishments 
that will donate a percentage of the prof­
its of the event to charitable groups. I 
Top 20 from page 1. 
because so many people place so much 
importance on it, but it is not the key fac­
tor in decision making at this law school, 
nor do I think it should be." 
Morrison also commented on future 
rankings, saying, "In honesty I would like 
to say there is something that we could 
do tomorrow to change our ranking. If 
we could, we would. But decisions like 
building a new building or renovating 
a building or even changing a program 
don't tend to sway U.S. News very much 
if at all. Our reputational ranking is a very 
important part of U.S. News rankings 
and anything we can do to increase our 
reputation, I would do that, but it is very 
hard to change the views of people toward 
our institution. Harvard and Yale; people 
have a mindset about them. It isn't going 
to change because a professor came or left 
or a student or group gets an award. This 
institution is ranked by ABA as having 
best student bar association two years in 
a row and it doesn't affect U.S. News in 
the slightest." 
U.S. News and World Report does 
annual rankings of undergraduate edu­
cational institutions as well as graduate 
believe that we can take small steps such 
as this to ensure that we are helping our 
community without overly burdening 
already busy law students. 
Our innovation should not stop, 
however, with just social events. We 
have the incredible opportunity to be 
attending law school in Washington 
D.C. during a presidential election. In 
this vein, I propose to hold a student 
debate - conducted by law students 
- that will highlight the important issues 
of this national election and showcase 
some of GW Law's best public speak­
ers. We are just in the incipient stages 
of this project, but I do hope for it to 
become an event that will both chal­
lenge students and inspire them to get 
involved in the political process while 
here in Washington, D.C. 
The SBA has a full slate of events 
and opportunities that may already be 
familiar to you. Rest assured that the 
Halloween Festival, Barristers Ball, 
Ski Trip, and GW Law Games are all 
returning. If we can just get Mother 
Nature to cooperate with us, all of 
those events should go off without a 
hitch! It is the SBA's responsibility to 
thoughtfully plan these events in order 
to maximize the student body's enjoy­
ment of them. We have assembled an 
extremely strong team of students on 
our programming committee this year 
and I have great confidence in the amaz­
ing events they will be able to plan. 
The possibilities for this upcoming 
year are endless. The only limit to our 
ability to provide the best environment 
in the country to attend law school is 
what you - the student body - propose 
to us as ideas. I can offer you no greater 
promise than to submit to you that the 
SBA will do everything in its power to 
turn your ideas into reality. 
Always feel free to E-mail SBA@ 
law.gwu.edu with your ideas to make 
our law school the very best it can be. 
schools in the areas of business, law, 
medicine, engineering, education, the 
sciences, library and information stud­
ies, social sciences and humanities, 
health, public affairs, and fine arts. Yale 
topped this year's law school rankings 
list, followed by Harvard University, 
Stanford University, Columbia Univer­
sity, and New York University rounding 
out the top 5. Neighboring Georgetown 
University ranked 14. 
"I think all of the schools in the 
top 20 are great schools," said Morrison. 
"I think it is folly to try to decide one 
is two points higher than the other. A 
person chooses a law school based on 
their particular needs. What makes a 
great law school for a student is how that 
school fits the student's needs, wants, 
and desires, and we do a wonderful job 
of trying to mold a school that meets 
the needs of the student body here. I'm 
sure all the other law schools would say 
they do the same thing. It is up to the 
students to understand what they want 
out of their legal education and make 
choices based upon that and not some 
arbitrary ranking put out by a magazine 
that wants to sell magazines." 
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OPINION 
Reminders, promises, 
and choices 
BY ADAM R. PEARLMAN 
Opinions Editor 
Sunday, August 10,2008,1 stood on 
the steps in front of the Brooks Brothers 
at One Liberty Plaza in New York, som­
berly overlooking a massive construction 
site. In the nearly seven years it has been 
underway, I hadn't been there. I'd been in 
New York several times, but never made 
the time -1 wanted to . . . but I didn't re­
ally want to. 
Just looking around, you would 
never realize that the site was that of the 
World Trade towers. Tourists excitedly 
snapped their many pictures of the site, 
trying out different poses as they went, 
in a shocking display of disrespect as if 
it was a postcard background to send 
home to family with a note, "Wish you 
were here." 
A quiet debate has been going on 
for several years about how to cope with 
the tragedy of September 11, 2001. How 
do we move on from that day without 
forgetting it? How do we make sure the 
terrorists didn't win that day, without 
ignoring what happened and the threat 
that continues to haunt us? How do we 
treat those events as part of our history, 
while holding sacred the memories of 
the victims? How do we avoid political 
football, and still acknowledge the deep 
and multi-faceted foreign and domestic 
policy implications that came with the 
second, third, and fourth planes? 
The past four years have seen an 
extraordinary amount of finger-point­
ing and false posturing. The last time 
we voted for a president, President Bush 
urged us to "stay the course," and, not 
knowing entirely what that meant, we 
obliged. And, with a few hiccups and 
surges along the way, we find ourselves 
at the crossroads of another election that 
will determine how we continue this fight. 
Because there is no doubt at all that the 
fight will continue - the only open ques­
tion is on whose terms. 
Each side in American politics jabs 
at the other for over-spin or cherry-pick­
ing factoids of truth. The left accuses 
the right of xenophobia. The right 
charges the left with overstating global 
warming. Each amounts to fear-mon-
gering - only the target is different. 
But neither side should be afforded the 
ability to conveniently ignore the short­
comings of their own positions by the 
supposed power drawn from the collec­
tive voices of those who adhere blindly 
to their partisanship - and neither can 
sacrifice their duty to act responsibly in 
light of catastrophic possibilities. 
For the foreseeable future, Sep­
tember 11 will serve as a poignant re­
minder of a new era for our nation, one 
of extraordinarily painful birth. And 
elections will always follow less than 
two months after that reminder, and we 
will be both begged and dared to elect 
lawmakers and executives with out­
wardly differing views on how to pros­
ecute the global war on terror that has 
followed. "Outwardly," because when 
one actually looks at the legislative 
record, even in the recent years since 
the Democrats took power and public 
discord has been most pronounced, 
even most of lawmakers who publicly 
denounce the executive's security mea­
sures most often vote with him. 
Indeed, althcmgl\ tVie members 
of the intelligence and armed services 
committees are partisan in title and 
general persuasion, and adopt the ap-
propriate rhetoric for their sound bites, 
their committees' actions often reflect 
the paramount, non-partisan tasks with 
which they are charged. That those 
committees usually give the President 
much of what he requests, even under 
the Democrats' control, indicates that 
many of the President's actions are ones 
they believe proper. Objectively, that 
would beg the question of whether any 
future president could act differently, or 
A call to action 
and a challenge: 
Don't put it on your resume 
BY STEFAN CH AC6N 
Columnist 
President Bush addressed a group 
of visitors on the South Lawn of the 
White House on Monday, recognizing 
the work of the more than 60 million 
Americans who have volunteered over 
the past year. Among those in atten­
dance were volunteers from the Red 
Cross, Americorps, the Peace Corps, 
various faith-based groups, the Girl 
Scouts, fire departments and the private 
sector. According to the Census Bu­
reau, volunteering is at an all time high 
in the United States, a phenomenon 
that the White House attributes to a 
whether he should, or whether he even 
plans to, regardless of lofty campaign 
promises that experience shows will 
largely go unfulfilled. 
Everyone knows there is a big 
choice to make in November. This is 
not merely a vote, but a reflection on 
how we think we should conduct our­
selves on the steps of One Liberty Pla­
za, and a measure of our commitment 
to succeed in our battles overseas. 
Thousands of our troops went to 
Iraq because of what happened on Sep-
tember 11, and tVionsands have cVvosen 
to go haclc, and would go hack again. 
And others would never go back, or, 
worse, have already given their ultimate 
sacrifice to a cause they may or may not 
have believed in. Whoever wins this 
election needs to be aware of both sides, 
and acknowledge that the next term will 
be a difficult one, with choices to be 
made that very few people ever wish for, 
or are fit to make. America will endure, 
regardless of who we choose. But we 
still have a responsibility to be careful 
in our choosing, and to be honest with 
ourselves about our choices. 
rising "9/11 Generation" of individuals 
driven to a higher devotion to community 
after the attacks of 2001. 
Listening to President Bush speak 
on Monday, I felt at once a sense of pride 
in my country and sense of shame in 
myself, as I have done so little to serve in 
the last year, even though law school is 
such an apt time to do so. And although 
the fall means different things to lLs, 2Ls 
"We are morally 
obligated to find a way to 
give to society and truly, 
honestly, ask nothing 
in return. Sacrifice. Not 
for a potential return 
on the investment. Not 
for accolades or talking 
points in an interview. 
Just a silent, anonymous 
donation to humanity." 
and 3Ls, it's a time when we all tend to 
focus moTe than usual on our own self-
improvement . 
InddervtaWy, the laAY \s » a \so a. Vv trve 
when many law studertrs decide ro w/-
unteer, though often half-heartedly. I was 
talking to a student the other day who 
expressed interest in joining a student 
organization this year. When I asked her 
why, she said because she's applying to 
jobs and she really needs it on her resume. 
True, it is impossible to get anywhere in 
law school without multitasking, but that 
far-from-unique comment spoke volumes 
about our motivations and commitment 
See Action on Page 5 
Supreme Court remains important election issue 
BY JOEL SINGERMAN 
Columnist 
With a little less than two months 
left before the presidential election, I'm 
shocked that one issue has generally been 
avoided by both parties: the Supreme 
Court. During the next president's ten­
ure, he will likely have the opportunity to 
appoint at least one, if not two or three 
Supreme Court justices. In the wake 
of President Bush's additions of Chief 
Justice Roberts and Justice Alito, a John 
McCain presidency would cement a de­
cidedly socially conservative majority on 
the Court for decades to come. 
Further, John McCain's choice 
of Alaska Governor Sarah Palin as his 
Vice Presidential running mate has sub­
stantially upped the ante. Considering 
John McCain's age, and with his health 
somewhat in question, the chance that 
a "Vice President Palin" would become 
"President Palin" is more likely than 
usual. And with her staunchly right-wing 
view of most social issues - from support­
ing the inclusion of creationism in the 
public education curriculum, to opposing 
stem cell research, gay marriage, abortion, 
and certain regulations on gun ownership 
- any person she would nominate to the 
Supreme Court could be expected to be 
similarly far to the right. 
As soon as it became clear that 
Barack Obama was to be facing off 
against John McCain, I would have put 
money on the prospect that the future 
of our Supreme Court would be among 
the top three "hot-button" issues of this 
campaign. And after McCain's pick of 
Palin, I was even more certain that the 
conversation was on its way. I thought the 
Democrats would seize the opportunity to 
appeal to anyone who fashions himself as 
even remotely moderate by arguing, "If 
McCain wins - or if we end up having 
a Palin presidency, our Supreme Court 
will only represent a small percentage of 
Americans' social views, and it will be this 
way for decades." 
But, to my surprise and disappoint­
ment, the debate has been satellite to less 
profound issues such as "experience" and 
"personality." Maybe it is because neither 
party is certain enough that the issue helps 
its candidate. Or maybe each party thinks 
of the issue as code for debate about 
"abortion rights" and would rather stay 
away from that extremely difficult topic. 
Whatever the reason, the future of our 
Court is rarely broached by the candi­
dates or news media. So, we need to ask 
ourselves: how socially conservative do 
we want our Supreme Court to be over 
the course of the next few decades? 
I will refrain from opining about 
any single issue. However, I will say that 
I am nervous about the prospect of an im­
moveable Court for decades to come - on 
either side of the political spectrum. For 
the moment, there is a slim 5-4 conser­
vative lean on the Court. Over the next 
president's term, that imbalance could 
shift to 6-3, 7-2, or even 8-1. The result 
would be that we would have to tolerate 
such a Court for years to come - regard­
less of how liberal or progressive our 
democratically elected representatives 
might be in the future. If we, as a country, 
want to shift our social policies toward 
the left, we should not be handcuffed 
by a long-sitting, far-right-wing Court. 
Again, it's not the conservatism that con­
cerns me so much as the overwhelming 
majority on the Court, coupled with the 
long period of years for which it is likely 
to be sitting. 
Today's America shifts quickly. So­
cial change can bloom overnight. If we, 
as an electorate, vote for that change, we 
need a Court that will not curtail the will 
of the people for decades at a clip. Before 
casting our votes, we should all consider 
the implications the upcoming election 
has for the Supreme Court. 
way for decades." 
But, to my surprise and disappoint­
ment, the debate has been satellite to less 
profound issues such as "experience" 
and "personality." Maybe it is because 
neither party is certain enough that the 
issue helps its candidate. Or maybe each 
party thinks of the issue as code for debate 
about "abortion rights" and would rather 
stay away from that extremely difficult 
topic. Whatever the reason, the future 
of our Court is rarely broached by the 
candidates or news media. So, we need 
to ask ourselves: how socially conservative 
do we want our Supreme Court to be over 
the course of the next few decades? 
See COURT on Page 5 
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Professor Izumi receives 
community service award 
BY TIMOTHY FREY 
Staff Writer 
Professor Carol Izumi received 
the Community Service Award from the 
Asian Pacific American Bar Association 
Educational Fund (AEF). Izumi received 
the award at the AEF's annual benefit 
dinner at the National Press Club. She is 
the associate dean for clinical affairs and 
a professor of clinical law. 
George Wu, a GW grad, former 
AEF Fellow, and current Vice President of 
the AEF explains the criteria for the award 
as a long term service commitment to the 
Asian American and legal community in 
the DC area. 
Izumi's award came on the fifteenth 
anniversary of the organization. She was 
on its founding board in 1993. At that 
time Izumi and several other attorneys 
on the Asian Pacific American Bar As­
sociation recognized an opportunity and 
took advantage. 
She explained, "we identified a 
need - a need and an interest. We were 
able to find a way to match the interests 
to the needs." The needs were the legal 
needs of the Asian Pacific American 
community. The interest was that of 
Asian Pacific American law students to 
help in that community. By raising money 
to pay these students for public interest 
work done for the benefit of the Asian 
Pacific American community, or the 
community at large, the AEF brings the 
two together." 
In its first year, the AEF raised 
close to $9,000 used to grant two fel­
lowships to aspiring law students. To­
day, it has "mushroomed into a robust, 
strong organization," said Izumi, and 
has given out $100,000 in fellowship 
grants. 
According to Izumi, this award is 
especially meaningful to her because of 
her affiliation with the program which 
has lasted years, and the fact that she 
has been able to watch it become "so 
strong and vibrant" fifteen years after 
its inception. 
In addition to allowing for the 
funding of public interest positions, the 
AEF also further educates and mentors 
its students. It has expanded its activities 
to include a mock interview workshop, 
networking and mentoring recep­
tion, judicial clerkship program, and 
alternative career panel, among other 
things. It has also recently partnered 
with the Asian Pacific American 
Legal Resource Center (APALRC) 
and the Access to Justice Partnership 
(AJP) in order to continue to expand 
its resources and the opportunities 
it offers. 
Phong Le, President of the 
Asian Pacific American Law Stu-
dents Association and former AEF 
Fellow explains his thoughts on the 
many benefits of the program, "The 
program was great because I received 
funding for a public interest position. 
I was able to meet the members of 
the organization who have given me 
valuable career advice. They continue 
to be great mentors and played a large 
part in deciding to start my career 
in DC." 
Paralegals join GW legal clinics 
BY MAUREEN MCGO UGH 
Staff Writer 
The Community Legal Clinics at 
George Washington Law School have a 
long-standing tradition of giving students 
practical experience and powerful insight 
into the reality of practicing law. This 
fall, the Clinics will augment the real 
world experience with several real world 
life-savers - paralegals. Students from the 
George Washington University paralegal 
master's degree program will be perform­
ing their practicum in the law school's 
clinical studies program, and assisting 
clinic directors and students in the same 
capacity as paralegals in large firms or 
federal agencies. 
While these students will be per­
forming the same tasks that they would 
in large firms, the experience for clinic 
students working with paralegals will be 
vastly different. "This is an academic, 
educational setting," said Lisa Guffey, 
managing attorney of the Jacob Burns 
Community Legal Clinics. "There is 
real discussion, deliberation, and thought 
towards the most effective way to work 
with paralegals." The first of the masters 
students to work in the clinics assisted 
Guffey this summer, and provided critical 
assistance in developing a model for a new 
case management system for the clinics. 
This fall, additional paralegals will 
be assisting in cases that are essentially 
managed by student-attorneys. "This is a 
great benefit to law students," Guffey said. 
"This program gives them an opportunity 
to observe and work with paralegals who 
have real world experience." 
"A big part of what [law students] 
will be doing when they graduate is work­
ing with paralegals," said Toni Marsh, the 
director of the George Washington Uni­
versity paralegal studies master's degree 
program. "Through this program, [law 
students] will graduate already knowing 
how to manage and supervise paralegals 
while making maximum use of their tal­
ent. This will give students a valuable 
advantage in the marketplace." 
Students in the paralegal program 
are likely to benefit from the relationship 
as well. Working in firms and agencies, 
paralegals often only are associated with 
discreet issues of a case. "In the clinics 
program, paralegal students will see the 
big picture of what is done with their 
work," said Marsh. 
Toni Marsh was instrumental in 
forging a working partnership with the 
law school. "When we began working 
on the program in 2006, one of the first 
things we did was talk to Dean Law­
rence," Marsh said. "He was a pleasure 
and joy to work with - generous with 
time and resources - very welcoming 
and wonderful." The idea was to cre­
ate a mutually beneficial partnership in 
which paralegal students could access 
the resources of the law school while 
providing support to legal education. 
Marsh and Dean Lawrence, 
together with Lisa Guffey and Dean 
Goldfarb, have done just that. The para­
legal program shares the research and 
writing faculty with the law school, and 
students from the program are able to 
attend workshops, seminars, and special 
events at the law school. The addition 
of including paralegals in the clinics 
program is the latest development in 
creating and securing this partnership. 
Paralegal students are in the midst of 
the application process to take part 
in the legal clinics this fall, and while 
it is yet to be determined how many 
students will be chosen or which clinics 
will receive paralegals, Marsh is confi­
dent that the department will be able to 
match paralegal students who are most 
well-suited for the position with the clin­
ics most able to utilize paralegals. 
While George Washington Uni­
versity also offers the basic, 18 credit 
certification for paralegals, the masters 
program caters specifically to those who 
are already in the field and seeking to 
advance. The program is a 16 month 
program for experienced paralegals 
who already have considerable experi­
ence in large firms and federal agencies. 
A masters degree will help paralegals 
advance in their field and qualify for 
promotions and naturally, higher sala­
ries. If a paralegal is at a federal agency, 
a masters degree will ensure that para­
legal is working at a higher GS level. 
Large firms and corporations generally 
give paralegals raises and promotions 
for the degree as well. "One masters 
See CLINICS on Page 5 
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Court from page 3 
I will refrain from opining about any 
single issue. However, I will say that I am 
nervous about the prospect of an immove­
able Court for decades to come - on either 
side of the political spectrum. For the mo­
ment, there is a slim 5-4 conservative lean 
on the Court. Over the next president's 
term, that imbalance could shift to 6-3, 
7-2, or even 8-1. The result would be that 
we would have to tolerate such a Court 
for years to come - regardless of how 
liberal or progressive our democratically 
elected representatives might be in the 
future. If we, as a country, want to shift 
our social policies toward the left, we 
should not be handcuffed by a long-sitting, 
far-right-wing Court. Again, it's not the 
conservatism that concerns me so much as 
the overwhelming majority on the Court, 
coupled with the long period of years for 
which it is likely to be sitting. 
Today's America shifts quickly. So­
cial change can bloom overnight. If we, 
as an electorate, vote for that change, we 
need a Court that will not curtail the will 
of the people for decades at a clip. Before 
casting our votes, we should all consider 
the implications the upcoming election 
has for the Supreme Court. 
Action from page 3 
to service. 
Indeed, professional advancement 
is the reason that many students decide 
to join organizations. It's the law school 
equivalent of pro bono work. Pro bono 
services are a perfect win-win for society, 
putting highly skilled individuals to work 
on highly demanding social needs, while 
the individuals and the companies enjoy 
the benefits of good will. The process 
creates something of an upward spiral, 
as greater competition for recognition 
as a good corporate citizen means ever-
increasing services for those causes that 
need them most. Likewise, active student 
organizations make for a more robust law 
school community. 
Still, I can't help but think about 
volunteers who literally put their lives on 
the line for causes they believe in, while 
we fight for positions of privilege. I have 
to conclude that we are morally obligated 
to find a way to give to society and truly, 
honestly, ask nothing in return. Sacrifice. 
Not for a potential return on the invest­
ment. Not for accolades or talking points 
in an interview. Just a silent, anonymous 
donation to humanity. 
Something interesting is happen­
ing in America. Out of the presidential 
race a nearly obsolete discourse has been 
A call for writers: 
Two years ago, I sat down to write 
my first column for Nota Bene as therapy. 
I couldn't stand the dull, inflexible, and 
inane writing style that was being drilled 
into us in LRW. I wanted a chance to 
write what I wanted to, how I wanted 
to write it. 
Now, I'm privileged to extend an 
open invitation to anyone else who wants 
to write for this paper. Whether you're as 
impetuous as I was as a 1L, or just have 
some thoughts you'd like to share, we've 
got five more issues planned for this se­
mester and would love to work with you. 
Soon I'll be selecting people to write 
dedicated columns (such as our famed 
"On the Left/On the Right" pairing, and 
others), but other freelance submissions 
are also more than welcome. 
Please let me or any of the staff 
know if you are interested in writing for 
Nota Bene. Email submissions to nota-
benegw@gmail. com 
- Adam Pearlman, 
Opinions Editor 
revived. It has steadily grown in vol­
ume, emphasizing the heart and soul of 
American values by calling on all of us 
to serve a cause greater than ourselves. 
At the same time, economic uncertainty 
and rising energy costs have raised 
awareness and action in conservation 
and long-term social responsibility. 
And as the war in Iraq continues, the 
number of people personally touched 
by it grows, and more and more people 
are thinking seriously about the mean­
ing of patriotism. 
The convergence of so many 
critical questions has made this a critical 
time in American history, and, as law 
students, we are in our prime as a force 
capable of dramatically influencing that 
history. Whatever our ultimate career 
paths, I am confident that we will all be 
active in promoting the public interest 
and the administration of equal justice. 
But we will certainly be advancing our 
own careers at the same time. I think 
we owe this country and all its heroes 
something more. 
So I am challenging myself, and 
I challenge my colleagues, to make 
selfless service a part of our lives. Not 
a tax deductable donation, and not at 
some law firm's two-hour soup-kitchen 
PR event (surely to be followed by a 
catered reception somewhere else). And 
most importantly, not a resume line. I 
know it's the hardest time to make such 
a commitment, but that is precisely the 
point. The surest way to serve something 
greater than yourself is to take yourself 
out of the equation. 
If you are not sure where to start, 
check out www.volunteer.gov, which lists 
thousands of opportunities you can search 
by area of interest and zip code. 
Clinics from page 4 
student got a promotion just for being 
accepted into the program," said Marsh. 
"Another received a $10,000 bonus for 
obtaining a masters degree." 
The program is one of very few of 
its kind in the country, and is reflective 
of a shift in the paralegal profession in 
general. "Paralegals have grown as a voca­
tion of their own," Marsh said. "There 
is a real niche in the legal community 
for those who are interested in becoming 
paralegals but not interested in becom­
ing lawyers. Being a paralegal is not just 
a springboard for admittance into law 
school anymore." 
Now, people are choosing the 
paralegal profession right out of college. 
"People who could go anywhere and 
do anything from big colleges with high 
GPAs are chosing the paralegal profes­
sion," said Marsh. And it's no surprise 
why. "In the big cities the paralegals are 
becoming very professional - they can do 
many things that a lawyer can do. The 
work is glamourous in large law firms, 
but [paralegals] are not the ones with 
the ultimate responsibility for the case," 
Marsh said. "They are happy to work 
a regular schedules and not have any of 
the headaches." It seems that a career as 
a paralegal isn't just an option, it's a darn 
good option at that. 
For more information about the 
George Washington University paralegal 
studies master's degree program, please 
contact Toni Marsh, J.D. at marsht01@ 
gwu.edu. 
Got something to say? 
Nota Bene is currently recruiting Opinions writers!!! 
The Nota Bene also invites readers' opinions. Letters to the Editor must be signed, 
dated and include a graduation year or title. E-mail submissions to notabene@ 
law.gwu.edu. 
The Nota Bene reserves the right to edit all submissions for length, content, and appropriateness. 
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I know what you did the summer after 1L... 
People call it The Last Summer 
- the months between the end of 1L year 
and the beginning of hell, also known 
as the Fall Recruitment Process. For a 
majority of law students, the start of 2L 
year means the end of the fun wander­
ing that characterized their college and 
post-undergraduate years. Two students, 
Aditya Luthra and Elizabeth Westbrook 
went abroad and shared their travels with 
the Nota Bene. 
OXFORD 
INVASION 
Bv ELIZABETH WESTBROOK 
Columnist 
As the summer after my first year 
of law school comes to a close I find my 
senses confounded by the past week's Ma­
drid heat juxtaposed against British Air­
ways blasting me with its hyper-powered 
air conditioning. Even the new Oxford 
sweatshirt I'm sporting with pride doesn't 
provide total comfort in this extreme cli­
mate. Do I namedrop too much? Well if so 
I apologize but it's all 1 can do to mourn 
the bittersweet twilight of a phenomenal 
and varied summer. 
aspect of my summer came in a return 
to some of my artistic roots. In June I 
received a call from a casting director 
in New York to come up to the city to 
do a reading for a new musical being 
developed. I quickly accepted and found 
myself a working actress once more. 
In addition I began singing for a band 
named Sickamour and have been work­
ing on music for an album I'm writing. 
I highly recommend having non-law 
school outlets to exercise and maintain 
sanity! 
But now to get to the real heart of 
my summer: the Oxford International 
Human Rights Programme. This pro­
gram is incredible and I cannot give it 
high enough praise. Professor Steinhardt 
put together a phenomenal curriculum 
and gathered an impressive group of 
human rights professionals as professors. 
The classes are fascinating and incredibly 
informative, and also, extremely intense. 
The work load is trying, but the huge 
amount is mitigated by fact that it is so 
engaging. At times the reading is also try­
ing its content. We read cases, and were 
lectured on and watched documentaries 
that were graphic and honest in their 
depictions of human rights atrocities 
occurring around the world. While day 
Liz and 2Ls attend the Nationals game during Orientation. 
Exams came to a much needed and 
celebrated close in May, and like most I 
spent the next week in an unmotivated stu­
por—catching up on sleep, movies, books 
(like with story lines and character arcs 
and everything!) and of course LOST. As 
the need to do absolutely nothing wore off 
I found myself reveling in trips to the bank 
and Trader Jo's, and of course begrudg-
ingly filling out financial aid form after 
form to get ready for Oxford in July. 
Besides errands—both welcome 
and un—I undertook a series of projects— 
both legal and un. The legal aspect of my 
time in DC came in the form of research 
assisting for Professor Charnovitz. In 
this capacity I was shocked and amazed 
to discover that there are actual real live 
books in the Burns Law Library. Not 
only that, but they're old and their font in 
general is exceptionally small. My work 
mainly consisted of reading old congres­
sional records and noting both domestic 
and international treaties. The research 
proved very educational, probably due in 
large part to the fact that I retained next 
to nothing from high school history class 
and was in desperate need of just such a 
tutorial. 
The "un-legal" [read: not "illegal"] 
to day this could be disheartening for 
humanitarian ideologues such as myself, 
I would say the end result is feeling more 
inspired to and capable of taking on 
these international problems head on. 
The program's biggest asset in 
my opinion is not the curriculum or the 
professors, but the people in class next 
to you. Only 40% of the participants 
are GW law students and the rest rep­
resented 48 different countries. There 
were lawyers from Argentina, UN 
workers from Norway, students from 
Singapore, Mexico and Scotland among 
others. Such diversity yielded heated 
and informative discussions. As an 
American being exposed the opinions of 
people from all over the world opened 
my mind and influenced the way I think 
about issues in a positive way. 
I'm feeling about ready to get back 
to class at GW, but I will miss my Oxford 
classmates and professors; and of course 
I will miss dining at Hogwarts and liv­
ing in a castle. I cannot recommend 
the Oxford Program highly enough 
to people with an inclination towards 
human rights and/or international law. 
And I cannot thank Professor Steinhardt 
enough for such a great summer. 
Aditya's photo of the Kalon Mosque and Minaret; Bukhara, Uzbekistan. 
INDIAN SUMMER 
BY ADITYA LUTHRA 
Columnist 
I knew for the moment I got into 
law school that I wanted to go abroad. 
Originally I had hoped to participate in 
one of GW's summer programs (Oxford, 
MumcVi, or Augsburg). But, for whatever 
I reasons, these programs didn't work out 
for me, and the next option was to find an 
internship abroad. 
I spoke with the Career Develop­
ment Office, and they recommended that 
I should narrow my search to a select few 
countries. Based on the fact that once I 
graduate, I want a career that allows me 
to shuttle between the Middle East, the 
Subcontinent, and the US, I decided to 
apply to jobs in India, Dubai, and Abu 
Dhabi. Looking for an internship abroad 
wasn't easy. I didn't even know if I had a 
job until about two weeks before the end 
of the school year. 
Eventually I found a job at one of 
India's largest law firms. Unlike other law 
firms abroad, they had a summer intern­
ship program geared specially towards 
foreign law students. 
Most of the tasks I was assigned 
were similar to what my friends in DC 
were doing. I dealt primarily with US-
based clients, reviewing and drafting 
contracts, writing short articles, and, 
surprisingly, lots of "Blue-booking." The 
office environment was relaxed; and the 
intern supervisors went out of their way 
to include the interns in every relevant 
activity. 
Part of the fun of being in New 
Delhi was the interesting weekend trips I 
was able to take. A four hour drive to the 
north and I was in the lower Himalayas, 
for some of the best Whitewater rafting in 
India. Three hours to the southwest and I 
was taking a touristy camel trek through 
the dunes of the Thar Desert. A short 
train trip to the west, and I was at the 
India-Pakistan border watching Border 
Security Forces partake in a "lowering 
of the flags " ceremony. Most weekends I 
was easily able get out of New Delhi. 
But the highlight of the summer 
had to be the two weeks I spent in Uz­
bekistan. After I finished the internship, 
I was looking to go to a place that was 
difficult to reach from the US, but cheap 
and easy to reach from India. Within a 
week, I had my visa and was on a flight 
to Tashkent, Uzbekistan. I spent two 
weeks traveling through the cities of the 
old Silk Road: Khiva, Bukhara, and Sa­
markand. Traveling in a country that is 
off the beaten path meant that the locals 
were a lot more receptive and welcoming 
to the few foreigners that did visit, that 
bargaining on everything was easier, and 
that I had some of the most awe-inspiring 
monuments in the world all to myself. 
On the other hand, traveling through a 
closed-off ex-Soviet republic also meant 
some interesting run-ins with corrupt 
officials, who threatened to detain me 
indefinitely, unless I (hint, hint) showed 
them how much cash I was carrying in 
my wallet. A $60 baksheesh was a small 
price to pay for adventurous and unique 
end to an excellent summer abroad. 
Aditya's photo of Mir-i-Arab Medressa; Bukhara, Uzbekistan. 
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TERENCE G. SCHOONE-JONGEN 
De Novo Days 
Five things I wish I knew 1L year 
Music Review: 
Black Kids' 
Partie Traumati is all 
hype, no promise 
BY REID COPLOFF 
Columnist 
Schoone-Jongen here. I'm a 2L, 
newly-minted Nota Bene columnist, and 
all-around Swell Guy. We'll probably 
hang out some time—you know, watch 
TV or something. 
So, as I understand it, this issue 
of this newspaper is a sort of back-to-
school affair. So much the better, so 
much the better. In considering this new 
day dawning, I find myself thinking a 
bit about what I was up to this time last 
year, and what I expected of my lL-dom. 
As many of you, dear readers, are quite 
possibly brand spankin' new lLs your­
selves, perhaps you are wondering about 
what you should know—all those burn­
ing questions that Orientation doesn't 
necessarily cover. That being the case, I 
humbly present a list of five things that I 
wish I had known about at the outset of 
the first year. 
1. It's all about the exam. With one 
exception, 1L classes are graded pretty 
much entirely based on your final exam 
performance. Always, always, always, 
always, always keep this in mind. If you 
do not, you will end up doing a great deal 
of work that doesn't do you a great deal 
of good on the final. Pay close attention 
to what sorts of study habits seem to be 
helping you learn the material. If, for 
example, you find that you are briefing 
every case you read, but are not seeing 
the larger picture into which your briefs 
fit, you might want to consider real­
locating your time. Don't do work for 
the sake of doing work. Or to impress 
girls/boys. They probably won't be all 
that impressed. 
B. McFadden's. Hey, let's go to 
happy hour at McFadden's! Maybe we 
can scope out some happenin' under­
graduate—or, even better, happenin' 
med students! And drink cheap cans of 
the Silver Bullet—or, even better, cheap 
pitchers of Miller Light—like there's no 
tomorrow! And end up playing beer pong 
in a haze, before losing consciousness and 
waking up in a thicket on Roosevelt Is­
land! These are not all bad things. These 
are also not all good things. Proceed ac­
cordingly—it'll only be a matter of days 
before your friend scores a McFadden's 
happy hour and needs you to show up 
and give their name at the door in order 
to win a fabulous prize. Just keep it in 
mind. 
iii. Livin' in a GWorld. Your 
GWorld card is a handy little rascal. 
Keep that thing on you at all times. 
Try not to lose it too often, because 
replacements are pricy, and your friend 
will not always be able to let you in to 
your building at three in the morning 
after you've been out eating Jumbo 
Slice all night. This scenario assumes 
that you need your GWorld to gain 
access to your abode. Whether or not 
you do, remember that the Wendy's 
in the Marvin Center only takes cash 
or GWorld. Try any other method of 
purchasing a Frosty, and you will be 
coldly rebuffed. And that will leave 
you disappointed, because you really 
wanted that Frosty. 
Four. The lounges. Don't abuse 
the bake sales (e.g., don't come back for 
seconds without paying up again), and 
don't talk too loudly about your sex life 
(unless you really want everyone to hear 
about it—word travels fast 'round these 
parts). However, don't be annoyed if 
you are studying in any of our fine 
lounges and hear such conversations, 
because you assumed the risk. You will 
learn more about assuming the risk in 
Torts. And probably at McFadden's, 
too. 
e. Keepin' it balanced. Look, it's 
easy to get totally caught up in all law 
school, all the time. You will be a hap­
pier person, however, if you continue 
to pursue your pre-law school activi­
ties, hobbies, pursuits, entertianment, 
machinations, etc. This can take a 
bit of effort, but it is worth the effort, 
because chances are that if you can 
maintain some non-law balance, you 
will be better organizing your time, and 
this in turn may lead to better grades. 
Which will also make you a happier 
person. Note: watching crime and/or 
legal dramas does not constitute bal­
ance. Ever. 
Once more into the breach, dear 
friends, TGSJ 
There's a particularly fearsome 
four-letter word in the music industry: 
hype. 
Hype happens and it happened to 
Jacksonville, Florida quintet Black Kids 
last year when they posted, four-track 
EP Wizard of Ahhhs for free on their 
Web site. The music press ate it up, 
lauding accolades on Black Kids' jit­
tery, keyboard-heavy brand of jubilant 
indie rock. 
Now, some 11 months post-EP, 
Black Kids have released their first full-
length, Partie Traumatic, which comes 
to us courtesy of major label Columbia 
Records. Consisting of rerecorded 
versions of the four cuts that made up 
Wizard of Ahhhs plus six new songs, 
Partie Traumatic has certainly been 
hyped. To me, however, it brings to 
mind a certain other four-letter word 
that also "happens." 
Instead of the urgent, shaky 
energy that permeated their original 
quartet of songs, all of the tracks here 
(including the four rerecorded versions) 
come across as shiny, middle-of-the-
road and over-produced. It sounds like 
what a major label A&R rep probably 
thinks indie rock sounds like. 
Either Black Kids' earlier work 
was a fluke or veteran Brit-pop produc­
er, and former Suede guitarist, Bernard 
Butler took an entirely too-active role 
in molding the album's sound. Butler 
managed to scrub all of the charm out 
of Black Kids sound and instead has 
left us with a mess. 
The six new songs here range from 
astoundingly awful to merely listlessly 
uninteresting. "Partie Traumatic" and 
"Look at Me (When I Rock Wichoo)" 
also contain female backing vocals so 
obnoxious and annoying that they al­
most certainly make the B-52s jealous. 
And it's not so much that "I'm Making 
Eyes at You," sounds like Duran Duran 
as it is that the song sounds like a bad 
Duran Duran knock-off. 
The older songs don't get off un­
scathed either. Lead single "I'm Not 
Going to Teach Your Boyfriend How 
to Dance With You," was an exuberant 
blast of fresh air a year ago with it's 
count-along lyrics and upbeat pacing. 
Now it comes packaged with a glossy 
sheen that has caused any excitement it 
used to hold to just slide away. 
"I've Underestimated My Charm 
(Again)" also makes a return appear­
ance here. I feel, however, that it's 
far more likely that lead singer Reggie 
Youngblood suffers from the opposite 
problem. 
Perhaps the biggest problem on 
the debacle that is Partie Traumatic 
is that Butler has placed significantly 
less emphasis on the music, letting 
our attention instead gravitate toward 
Youngblood's vocals. Big, big mistake. 
Not only does Youngblood inexpli­
cably adopt a British accent (again, this 
guy is from Florida), but it's not even a 
particularly good British accent. 
And the lyrics ... my God, the lyr­
ics. Maybe I just got overwhelmed with 
excitement over Wizard of Ahhhs, but I 
had no freaking clue that the lyrics were 
this atrocious. I guess I just wasn't paying 
close enough attention. Check out these 
dandies from the beginning of opening 
track "Hit the Heartbreaks," a standout 
on the EP and still perhaps the best song 
on Partie Traumatic: 
"Knock knock 
Who's there? 
Call the ghost in your underwear 
Call the ghost in your underwear 
who? 
Call the ghost in your underwear 
'Boo."' 
Seriously, you can't make this stuff 
up. Or how about this lovely little back 
and forth from "Listen to Your Body 
Tonight: 
"Alright, hello? 
(Hello, this is your body) 
What do you want, my body? 
(I wanna feel somebody on me)" 
This, of course is only made better 
by the fact that one of the two female 
back-up singers in Black Kids is Reggie 
Youngblood's sister. Ick. Or, from the 
same song, we have this: 
"Don't be afraid to fall in love, cause 
you don't like heights." 
Um, what? Oh, because there's a 
"faU." Get it? "FaU," "Heights." Is this 
what passes for clever in Jacksonville? 
I've never been there. Could someone 
fill me in? 
The thing is that before, the high 
level of ridiculousness and outright 
stupidity in Youngblood's lyrics didn't 
matter. The songs were infectious. They 
were the kind of thing you throw on and 
dance shamelessly around your apartment 
to when no one is looking. 
Meanwhile, now I'm kind of embar­
rassed someone on the Metro is going to 
overhear Partie Traumatic blaring from 
my iPod and judge me. 
One thing that is undeniable about 
Black Kids is that their songs are still 
catchy. Only now, instead of sitting at my 
desk thinking, "I can't wait to get home 
and listen to that Black Kids song I've had 
in my head all day," I'm think "Dear God, 
please make this stop." 
As always, the hype-happy music 
press is waiting for some skinny, shaggy-
haired, ironic T-shirt wearing savior to 
rise from the streets. Don't let them fool 
you. Reggie Youngblood isn't him and, 
with Partie Traumatic, Black Kids have 
completely squandered the promise they 
exuded a year ago. 
It's not very good. Don't buy it. 
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Wednesday, September 24 
Antitrust Issues and the Presidential Campaign: A Debate 
between McCain and Obama Supporters 
Presented by the District of Columbia Bar Antitrust and Con­
sumer Law Section, the District of Columbia Bar International 
Law Section, and the Competition Law Center. 
12:15-2:00pm, LI01 (RSVP Required) 
Careers in Civil Legal Aid 
5:00-6:00pm, LIS201 
Thursday, September 25 
Careers in Public Interest Law Firms 
5:00-6:00pm, B505 
Renewed, Rigged, Licensed-Introduction to Energy Law 
Research 
Learn effective strategies for researching print and online re­
sources in energy law. 
\ -.40-2:35 pm,S306 (Registration Required) 
Friday, September 26 
Interviewing Skills for Foreign-Trained L.L.M. Students 
Please plan to attend the Interviewing Skills program to learn 
what is expected in a U.S.-style legal interview. 
l:00-2:00pm, L301 
law school events 
S T « » .  ' » •  » « •  " ' » •  
1973, 1968, 1963, and 1958. 
Monday, September 29 
MLSA Ramadhan Iftaars 
7:30pm, LIS201 
Wednesday October 1 t ^ 
Financing Your Public Service Career: How to Afford the 
Legal Career You Really Want! 
Hear from financial aid experts about various ways to manage 
your debt to pursue your dream career. 
5:00-6:00pm, B505 
Thursday October 2 
Pro Bono Fair 
4:00-6:00pm, B505 
Monday October 6 
International and Comparative Law Colloquium. James 
Bacchus 
12:00-1:00pm, B505 
IP Speaker Series - Beth Noveck 
"Public Participation in Intellectual Property 
Policymaking"Professor, New York Law SchoolDirector, In­
stitute for Information Law and Policy 
12:00-1:30pm, L.IS201 
Why Antitrust? 
Sponsored by the ABA 
5:30-6:30pm, LIS201 
Write for the Nota Bene\ 
The editorial board is currently looking 
for writers for News, Features and Opinions. 
- Get involved! 
- Add lines to your resume! 
- Meet fun people! 
- GET PAID!!! 
Email notabenegw@gmail.com for more details! 
